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RIOJA / BODEGA LANZAGA
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RIOJA 2015 SPECIAL REPORT 
by Tim Atkin 

Tim Atkin, the british Master of Wine and wine journalist, published a special report about Rioja. In that 
document he included a list of what he considered they were the best wines of 2015. Las Beatas 2012 and 
Altos Lanzaga 2011 were both on that list. Of the 532 wines he tasted, 90 of them scored 95 points or more, 
being considered the equivalent of a gold medal. These are his ratings and tasting notes of our Rioja wines: 

2012 LAS BEATAS

This is the second vintage of this remarkable wine, sourced from a single 1.9-hectare parcel in Labastida, 
co-planted with six different varieties at 600 metres. It’s a Riojan version of a Musigny Grand Cru: all 
sweetness, balance and restrained power, with notes of rose petal, wild strawberry and Turkish Delight, subtle 
oak and fine, chalk-edged tannins.  

2011 ALTOS LANZAGA

Only the best parcels of Lanciego fruit, all cultivated organically, go into this wine, most of them at altitude. 
It’s more closed and tannic than the straight Lanzaga with more oak in evidence, but it’s freshness and chalky 
precision that drive the palate, supporting the dense blackberry and black cherry fruit.  

2011 LANZAGA

A blend of grapes from red and white soils in Lanciego, this impressive Tempranillo sees no new oak at 
all, allowing the fruit flavours free rein. Scented, fresh and very mineral, it’s very much a high altitude style, 
showing elegance in a hot vintage, even at 14.5%.
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2005 OLD MOUNTAIN

WINE ADVOCATE
Source: Wine Advocate February 2015 / Reviewer: Luis Gutiérrez / Maturity Drink: 2015-2030

Every now and then Telmo Rodriguez produces a wine that is aged for an exceptionally long time in barrel, 
over eight years, as it’s the case here (to be honest they only did something similar in 1997, but every year 
they do an “unusual” barrel, and they will release whatever pleases them). The 2005 Old Mountain is pro-
duced with Moscatel grapes from their own vineyards in the slopes of the Malaga mountains where the soils 
are stony and chalky with a fine texture from schist. Their vineyards are organically worked. The grapes are 
harvested quite late and dried for seven days (not a scientific figure, more approximate) under the sun. The 
wine then ferments with indigenous yeasts in 225-liter French oak barrels. The wine has 12.5% alcohol and 
210 grams of residual sugar; less alcohol and more sugar. It’s an extreme wine, with a nose showing great 
complexity, high volatility and aromas of beeswax and honey, Moscatel raisins and balsamic notes that are 
ever-changing in the glass.

GUÍA PEÑÍN
Source: Guía Peñín 2015

Colour: Golden. 
Nose: Powerfull, Honeyed Notes, Candied Fruit, Fragrant Herbs, Acetaldehyde. 
Palate: Flavourful, Sweet, Fresh, Fruity, Good Acidity, Long. 

ELMUNDOVINO.COM
Source: elmundovino.com

Notably volatile although not disturbing, that orange marmalade has nobly turned sour. Dense in mouth, 
enveloping, concentrated. It lacks a little more acidity to be “easier”. A great wine, shy at some point. 

MOLINO REAL MÁLAGA / MOUNTAIN WINE
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http://elmundovino.elmundo.es/elmundovino/
guiapenin.wine
http://jamessuckling.com
https://www.robertparker.com
http://timatkin.com

